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Medical  Officer's  Section, 
Health  Department, 

9,  Horsefair, 

Pontefract. 


To  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Pontefract. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  information  and 
consideration  a  Report  on  the  Health  and  Health  Services  of 
the  Borough  during  the  year  1950. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
dealing  with  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Borough, 

Housing  and  the  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Pood  Supplies 
is  complementary  to  this  Report. 

Por  your  information  certain  details  of  the  personal 
health  services  administered  by  the  County  Qouncil  are 
included . 

The  compi3-ation  of  his  Annual  Report  is  a  fitting  time 
for  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  sit  back  and  take  stock. 

Is  he  providing  a  range  of  personal  health  services  that  the 
public  need?  Are  additional  services  called  for?  Are  those 
already  available  being  used  as  they  should  by  the  public? 

Are  they  unnecessarily  expensive?  Are  the  standards  of  all 
those  things  which  go  to  make  up  what  we  call  "environmental 
hygiene"  satisf actory? 

The  Medical  Officer  in  the  West  Riding  is  in  some 
ways  in  a  fortunate  position.  Not  only  is  he  responsible 
to  his  Local  Authority  for  the  general  supervision  of  their 
environmental  services,  but  he  is  also  responsible  as 
Divisional  Medical  Officer  to  the  Local  Health  Authority  for 
the  administration  of  the  personal  health  services  in  the 
area.  These  two  appointments  are  separate  and  distinct, 
yet  they  are  united  by  a  common  aim,  improvement  in  the 


. 


health  and  environment  both  of  the  individual  and  of  the  local 
community. 

You  will  read  in  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report 
that  our  water  supply  is  pure,  abundant,  and  seemingly  impervious 
to  drought;  that  we  have  attained  a  high  standard  in 
sanitation  and  that  our  swimming  baths  are  well  run  and  the 
water  satisfactory  bacteriologically ;  that  conditions  in  our 
factories,  shops  and  work -places  are  good  and  that  a  high 
standard  of  hygiene  has  been  attained  by  our  catering  concerns. 

We  are  still  suffering  from  an  acute  shortage  of  houses. 

A  further  120  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year  under 
review,  bringing  our  post  war  building  to  742  houses.  Yet  the 
number  of  families  wanting  Corporation  houses  has  continued  to 
rise  and  there  seems  little  prospect  of  any  marked  relief  to 
the  situation  for  many  years  to  some. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  also  draws  attention  to  the  need 
for  improved  slaughtering  facilities  in  the  town.  The  present 
accommodation  is  now  being  so  greatly  strained  that  an 
approach  has  been  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  asking  for  the 
early  establishment  of  a  public  abattoir. 

The  year  has  produced  less  new  legislation  than  we  have 
become  accustomed  to  during  the  past  few  years,  but  there  has 
been  some  tightening  up  of  the  law  relating  to  milk  supplies, 
and  we  have  also  gained  powers  giving  us  improved  control  over 
the  handling  of  food. 

In  the  personal  health  services  we  have  much  to  offer 
the  public,  and  the  people  have  shown  themselves  abundantly 
eager  to  take  advantage  of  all  the  facilities  offered.  To 
the  expectant  mother  we  can  offer  care  and  supervision  during 
her  pregnancy,  her  confinement  and  afterwards.  Her  labour 
will  be  made  easier  by  modern  drugs  and  by  gas  and  air 
analgesia.  The  welfare  of  the  infant  during  its  first  year 
of  life  is  our  especial  care.  It  will  be  visited  in  its 
home  by  the  Health  Visitor  and  encouraged  to  come  to  the 
Child  Welfare  Clinic,  where  all  necessary  help  and  advice 
will  be  given.  ..ny  necessary  additional  foods  will  be 


supplied  at  very  reasonable  prices.  Every  effort  will  be  made 
to  have  it  immunised  against  diphtheria  before  completing  its 
first  year  of  life.  This  can  be  carried  out  either  at  the 
clinic  or  by  its  family  practitioner.  This  supervision  is 
maintained  during  the  toddler  stage,  until  the  child  finally 
enters  school  when  it  comes  under  the  care  of  the  School 
Medical  Services,  whose  officers  are  those  to  whom  it  is  already 
accustomed. 

While  at  school  it  will  receive  regular  routine  medical 
examinations,  the  number  depending  on  its  need.  Its  minor 
ailments  will  be  attended  to  at  the  clinic.  The  worried 
parent  can  consult  the  school  doctor  there  and  the  delicate 
child  can  receive  special  supervision.  Specialist  services 
are  offered  to  children  in  need  of  eye  treatment,  ear,  nose 
and  throat  treatment,  and  orthopaedic  treatment.  An  ultra 
violet  light  session  is  available  to  all  children  who  require 
it. 

The  care  of  the  child,  however,  is  the  responsibility 
of  many  others  than  members  of  the  Health  Department,  and  it 
has  been  our  aim  to  work  as  closely  as  possible  in  friendly 
co-operation  with  the  parent  and  the  teacher,  and  in  the  less 
fortunate  cases  with  the  Welfare  Department,  the  Children's 
Department,  the  N.S.P.C.C.,and  the  Probation  Officer.  All 
of  these  bodies  can  be  of  great  help  to  one  another  in  the 
handling  of  a  particular  case. 

We  have  too  responsibilities  for  the  patient  admitted 
to  and  discharged  from  hospital.  A  close  liaison  is  being 
built  up  between  the  Health  Visiting  Staff  and  the  Welfare 
Staff  of  the  hospital.  We  have  our  own  Home  Nursing 
Services  which  care  for  the  patient  discharged  from  hospital 
under  the  supervision  of  the  family  doctor.  Home  Helps  are 
available  in  cases  of  need,  and  the  fees  charged  are 
according  to  income. 
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Our  Health  Services,  then,  are  wide  in  their  scope 


and  make  heavy  demands  on  the  staff  who  have  to  operate  them 
In  concluding  my  report  I  cannot  do  letter  than  pay  tribute 
to  all  members  of  my  staff,  in  the  clinics,  in  the  '•field”, 
and  in  the  office,  for  their  loyalty  and  support  during  the 
year. 


I  am  Gentlemen 


Your  Obedient  Servant 


/ 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


I 
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PART  ONE 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Area  of  the  Borough:  4,365  acres 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  civilian  population:  23,430 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses  (end  of  1950)  according  to 

Rate  Books:  6,092 

Rateable  Value:  1950  -  £135,643.  1949  -  £134,241. 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate:  1950  -  £537.  1949  -  £532. 

VITAL  STATISTICS  -  (Registrar-General's  -  Registered  during  the 

year) 

The  figures  in  brackets  are  the  corresponding  ones  for  1949. 


Live  Births, 

Male . 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

199  (191) 

199  (177) 

398  (368) 

Illegitimate 

6  (  15) 

10  (  16) 

16  (  31) 

Total 

'205  (206) 

209  (193) ' 

414  (399)’ 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  civilian  population: j.8.16  (17 

Percentage  c£  illegitimate 

births:  3. 

9  (7.77) 

Still  Births. 

Male. 

Female . 

Total. 

Legitimate 

4  (3) 

2  (8) 

6  (11) 

Illegitimate 

1  (-) 

-  (-) 

1  (-  ) 

Total 

’5(3) 

2  (8) 

'7  (11)  ‘ 

Rate  per  1,000  total (live 

and  still  births):  16. 

6  (21.8) 

Rate  per  1,000  estimated 

civilian  population:  0. 

3  (  .48) 

Deaths. 

Male . 

Female . 

Total. 

All  age  groups 

138  (132) 

Ill  (99) 

249  (231) 

Infants  under  1  year. 

Male . 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

10  (  7) 

8  M 

18  (14) 

Illegitimate 

-  (  3) 

1  (-) 

1  (  3) 

Total 

10  (10) 

'9  (7) 

19  (17) 

Maternal  Deaths. 

NIL  (1) 

The  above  statistics  show  no  significant  trend.  It  is 
pleasing  to  note  that  there  was  no  maternal  death  during  the  year. 
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Death  rates. 


General  rate  per  1,000  population  10.92(10,13) 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  "births  45  •41(42. 61) 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  live  births  45.22(38.58) 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births  62.5  (96.77) 

Maternal  deaths  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  NIL  (  2.44) 

The  principal  causes  of  death  are  set  out  in  the  following  table. 

TABLE  I 


Cause  of  Death. 

Male. 

Pemale. 

Total. 

1  Tuberculosis  Respiratory 

4 

2 

6 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

2 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Stomach 

2 

2 

4 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Lung  Bronchus 

3 

1 

4 

i  Malignant  Neoplasm  Breast 

- 

3 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Uterus 

- 

2 

2 

Other  malignant  and  Lymphatic 

Neoplasms 

15 

10 

25 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

1 

1 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

system 

14 

20 

34 

Coronary  disease  angina 

19 

5 

24 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

4 

6 

Other  heart  diseases 

26 

17 

43 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

2 

1 

3 

Pneumonia 

6 

4 

10 

Bronchitis 

20 

14 

34 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

system 

wmm 

1 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

i  Gastritis,  enteritis  and 

diarrhoea 

1 

1 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

— 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

1 

2 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

3 

4 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases 

15 

16 

31 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

— 

1 

All  other  accidents 

2 

— 

2 

Suicide 

1 

1 

138 

L iii 

249 

.  Of  the  major  killing  diseases  tuberoulosis  produced  8 

Ideaths  in  1950,  compared  with  10  in  1949  and  14  in  1948.  Cancer 
paused  38  deaths,  compared  with  40  in  1949  and  42  in  1948. 

The  local  death  rate  during  the  past  13  years  is  shown  in 
Ithe  following  table. 


Years. 


Death  Rate. 


1938 

-  1940 

13.1 

1941 

-  1943 

12.2 

1944 

-  1946 

10.8 

1947 

-  1949 

10.0 

1950 

10.9 

. 

. 
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Infant  Mortality. 

The  following  tables  give  causes  of  infant  deaths  during 
1950,  classified  into  age  groups  and  months  of  incidence. 

TABLE  II 


■ 


. 


• 
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TABLE  IV 


Jan/ 

Mar 

'Apl/ 

Jun 

Jul/ 

Sep 

Oct/ 

Dec 

Total 

Deaths 

No. of  cases 
admitted  to 
hospital. 

Scarlet  pever 

4 

3 

9 

15 

31 

— 

28 

Whooping  Cough 

68 

32 

11 

11 

122 

— 

13 

Measles 

— 

45 

36 

46 

127 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Chicken  Pox 

7 

2 

13 

71 

93 

— 

- 

Pneumonia 

9 

4 

1 

1 

15 

1 

— 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

2 

Erysipelas 

3 

2 

— 

1 

6 

— 

2 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

3 

3 

6 

— 

3 

Polio¬ 

encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Pemphigus 

Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

2 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

1 

Meningococoal 

Infection 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

3 

Dysentry 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Pood 

Poisoning 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

97 

90 

73 

152 

_ 

412 

5 

55 

i.  ,  ■  — —  —  ■  ■ 

Certain  of  the  above  figures  call  for  comment. 


Measles. 


Measles  follows  a  two  yearly  cycle  and  the  figure  of 
127  oases  as  compared  with  653  for  1949  is,  therefore,  to  be 
expected. 

Whooping  Cough. 

The  122  oases  of  whooping  cough  is  appreciably  lower 
than  the  216  notified  last  year.  We  are  still  awaiting  the 
approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  whooping  cough  vaccine. 
There  is  now  conclusive  evidence  that  three  types  of  whooping 
©ough  vaccine  give  a  definite  degree  of  protection  against  the 
disease.  The  best  of  these  is  not  yet  available  in  this 
country,  but  it  is  felt  that  vaccination  should  be  made  readily 
available,  using  such  materials  as  we  have,  to  babies  under  the 
age  of  one  year. 


•  .  * 
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Scarlet  Fever. 


The  number  of  cases  this  year  is  only  half  that  of  last 
year,  and  a  quarter  of  that  of  1948. 

Diphtheria. 

No  oase  of  diphtheria  occurred  during  the  year.  The 
virtual  elimination  of  this  disease  is  shown  in  the  following 
graph  which  shows  the  incidence  of  the  disease  in  the  Borough 
since  1940. 

This  trend  reflects  the  position  in  the  country  as  a 
whole,  and  represents  probably  the  most  outstanding  success 
achieved  by  preventive  medicine.  Deaths  in  England  and  Wales 
from  diphtheria  in  1940  totalled  2,480.  By  1949  this  figure 
was  reduced  to  85.  Gases  notified  during  the  same  period  fell 
from  over  46,000  to  just  under  5,000. 

This  great  reduction  in  the  incidence  of  the  disease, 
however,  brings  with  it  its  dangers.  We  must  not  let  the  public 
become  apathetic  in  the  matter  of  immunisation.  As  many  children 
as  possible  must  be  immunised  before  they  attain  the  age  of  one 
year,  and  we  must  keep  the  parents  of  school  children  aware  of 
the  need  for  booster  doses  at  intervals  during  their  school  life. 

No. of  cases  TABLE  V 


120 


V 


•  Li  -  Ij 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  following  Table  summarises  particulars  contained  in 
the  Register  of  tuberculous  persons. 

TABLE  VI 


Number  of  cases  in 
Register. 

Respiratory 

M  P 

Non-Re  spiratory 
M  P 

Total 
in  Re¬ 
gister 

At  the  commencement  of 

1950 

81 

58 

25 

29 

193 

Notified  for  the  first 
time  during  1950. 

14 

14 

1 

3 

32 

Removed  during  1950. 

10 

2 

1 

1 

14 

At  the  end  of  1950. 

85 

70 

25 

31 

211 

The  reasons  for  removal  of  cases  from  the  register  are 
given  in  the  following  Table. 

TABLE  VII 


.  T3p  «"rn  . 

■Non-Re spiratory 

M  P 

Total.  " 

Entries  relating  to: 

M  P 

Persons  who  have  died 

6 

1 

— 

1 

8 

Persons  certified  by 
the  medical  practi¬ 
tioner  in  attendance 
to  have  recovered. 

3 

1 

1 

5 

Persons  who  have 
ceased  to  reside 
permanently  in  the 
district. 

1 

— 

— 

1 

10 

2 

1 

1 

14 

In  the  following  Table  new  cases  and  mortality  are 
classified  according  to  age,  sex  and  site  of  the  disease. 


TABLE  VIII 


Age  Periods 

-  -  -  - 

'  neWca^Es 

.  .  - 

— LEATH'sf 

-  -  -  -  • 

Respiratory 

M.  P. 

Non- 

M. 

Resp. 

F. 

Respiratory 

M.  P. 

Non-Resp. 

M.  F. 

Under 

5  ' 

1 

mmm 

,  r 

mm 

Under 

15 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Under 

25 

3 

6 

— 

1 

— 

i 

— 

— 

Under 

35 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Under 

45 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Under 

55 

3 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Under 

65 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Over 

65 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

14 

14 

1 

3 

6 

i 

- 

1 

■ 
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The  tuberculosis  register  increased  by  18  persons  during 
the  year.  The  number  of  deaths  from  tuberoulosis  on  the  other 
hand,  was  8  fewer  than  during  1949. 


PART  THREE. 


MATERNITY  AHP  CHILE  WELFARE . 

The  full  establishment  of  staff  of  Health  Visitors/ 
School  Nurses  has  been  maintained  during  the  year.  The  number 
of  visits  paid  were  as  follows j- 

Pirst  Visits.  Total  Visits. 


To 

expectant  mothers 

216 

388 

To 

children  under  1  year 

422 

2769 

To 

children  1-5  years 

13 

5349 

Child  Welfare  Clinics. 


Attendances  at  these  clinics  have  been  maintained,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  mothers  are  eager  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  various  facilities  provided. 

Pull  use  has  also  been  made  of  the  ultra  violet  light 
clinics  which  form  part  of  this  service. 

I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  ladies  of  the 
Voluntary  Committee  for  all  the  work  they  have  done  during  the 
year. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics. 


These  were  held  weekly  as  before  and  were  well  attended. 
Special  attention  was  paid  to  encouraging  the  mothers  to  attend 
for  a  post-natal  examination  when  the  baby  was  six  weeks  old. 

The  following  proprietary  preparations  were  available 
at  cost  price  (free  in  necessitous  cases)  to  all  women 
attending  the  clinics :- 

Ostermilk  (Nos.  1  &  2) 

Trufood 
Cow  &  Gate 
Ovaltine 
Glue odin 
Horlicks 
Minadex 
Robrex 

The  following  were  distributed  free  of  charge :- 

I.C.D.  Tablets 
Perrous  Sulphate  Tablets 
Viteolin  Tablets 
A  &  D  Liquid 
Vitamin  ' C ' 

Luring  the  year  14  women  were  sent  to  the  Maternity 
Hospital  at  Leeds;  7  to  Hazlewood  Castle  Maternity  Home;  68  to 
Walto n  Hall  Maternity  Home;  11  to  Wakefield  General  Hospital; 

17  to  Manygates  Maternity  Hospital,  and  27  to  Castleford 
Maternity  Home;  but  in  the  majority  of  normal  cases 
domiciliary  arrangements  were  made. 

Por  domiciliary  confinements  the  full  establishment  of 
staff,  comprising  four  midwives  and  a  relief  midwife,  has 
operated  during  the  year.  All  have  been  provided  with  a  car. 


Be  max 
Virol 
Virolax 
Par  ex 

Scotts  Baby  Cereal 
Robinson's  Groats 
Colaot  . 
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Gas  and  Air  Analgesia  lias  been  welcomed  by  the  mothers, 
and  full  use  has  been  made  of  it.  .Another  powerful  weapon  for 
the  reduction  of  the  pain  of  childbirth  was  made  available  to 
midwives  during  the  year  in  the  form  of  the  drug  pethedine. 

The  following  analysis  of  births  occurring  during  1950, 
adjusted  by  transferred  notifications,  indicates  how  the  various 
maternity  services  and  institutions  were  used. 

1.  No.  of  births  occurring  in  the  Borough  during  the  year. 


(a)  Pontefract  residents  - 

Domiciliary  cases  233 

Northgate  lodge  28 


'261 


(b)  Outward  transfers  33 

2.  No.  of  Inward  Transfers. 

Walton  Hall  Maternity  Home  68 

Castleford  Maternity  Home  27 

Manygates  Maternity  Hospital  17 

Leeds  Maternity  Hospital  14 

Wakefield  General • Hospital  11 

Hazlewood  Castle  Maternity  Home  7 

Montague  Hospital  Mexborough  1 

Oakvale  Nursing  Home,  Sheffield  1 

Kirkby  Lonsdale  Nursing  Home  1 

Chapel  Allerton  Nursing  Home  2 

Staying  with  friends  4 

Total  153 

Total  number  of  Pontefract  births:  414 


There  were  seven  still  births. 

In  general,  it  can  be  said  that  the  -position  of  maternity 
home  accommodation  has  eased  considerably , ar.a  practical!}"  all 
mothers  who  so  desire  can  new  be  accommodated. 

Care  of  the  Premature  Infant, 

23  premature  infants  were  notified  during  the  year. 

In  each  case  a  special  investigation  was  made,  and  help  giver  as 
required.  In  hospital  cases  there  was  close  liaison  between 
hospitals  and  authorities. 


PART  POUR. 


SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICES, 

Routine  school  medical  inspections  were  carried  out  in 
the  Pontefract  schools  during  the  year. 

The  consultation  clinics  for  school  children  have 
maintained  their  high  attendance  throughout  the  year  and  are  of 
special  value  in  dealing  with  the  debilitated  child. 

Specialist  consultations  for  orthopaedic  cases  (held 
monthly),  ear,  nose  and  threat  cases  (IreULd.  fortnightly),  and 
ophthalmic  cases  (held  weekly),  were  also  carried  out.  The  Ear, 
Nose  and  Throat  Clinics  which  had  been  suspended  for  nine  months 
resumed  in  January. 
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The  demand  for  all  these  clinics  is  great  and  in  spite 
of  every  effort,  the  waiting  list  grows  steadily  larger. 

Minor  ailment  clinics,  in  the  charge  of  the  school 
nurse,  were  held  daily  with  an  average  attendance  of  40  school 
children. 


The  appointment  of  an  additional  Assistant  County  Medical 
Officer  to  the  Division  of  which  Pontefract  forms  a  part,  has 
considerably  eased  the  burden  on  the  sohool  medical  service,  and 
regular  annual  inspections  will  now  be  possible. 


PART  FIVE. 


HOME  NURSING. 


Two  Home  Nurses  and  a  relief  nurse  worked  in  the  district 
throughout  the  year.  One  of  the  results  of  the  National  Health 
Service  has  been  a  great  increase  in  the  demand  for  this  service, 
and  in  1950  a  total  of  nearly  7,000  visits  was  reached,  more  than 
double  the  number  made  in  1948. 


PART  SIX. 


CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE. 


Much  good  work  has  been  done  under  this  heading  during 
the  year.  A  Health  Visitor  has  visited  the  hospital  daily.  On 
the  one  hand  she  has  furnished  background  histories  of  patients 
where  such  information  was  of  importance,  and  on  the  other  hand 
she  has  obtained  early  information  of  the  discharge  of  patients 
from  hospital  whom  the  personal  health  services  would  assist. 

Home  Helps. 

The  demand  for  the  Home  Help  Service  has  been  maintained. 
An  increase  in  the  permitted  establishment  of  Home  Helps  has  made 
their  supply  somewhat  easier. 


PART  SEVEN 


MENTAL  HEALTH. 


Mental  health  is  a  responsibility  of  a  Sub-Committee  of 
the  County  Council.  Work  under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment 
Acts,  1890  and  1930,  has  been  undertaken  by  a  Duly  Authorised 
Officer  living  in  Pontefract,  he  is  Mr.  R.S.H.  Battye,  of  27  Grove 
Lea  Crescent,  Pontefract;  telephone  number  Pontefract  813.  We 
have  had  one  Mental  Deficiency  Social  Worker,  Miss  Simons,  for 
work  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts. 

PART  EIGHT 


AMBULANCE  SERVICES. 


The  Ambulance  Service  of  the  Borough  is  now  operated 
by  the  County  Council,  and  its  administration  is  the  responsibility 
of  the  County  Ambulance  Officer. 
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BOROUGH  OF  PONTEFRACT 


THIRTEENTH 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 


CHIEF  SANITiiRY  INSPECTOR 


Year  Ended  the  Thirty-First  December,  1950. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  'MEMBERS  OF  THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

and  including  Information  for  the  use  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  pursuant 
to  the  Requirements  of  the  Sanitary 
Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations,  1935. 


The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’ s  Office, 
Municipal  Offices, 

Pontefract . 


. 
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BOROUGH  OF  PONTEFRACT 


Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1930. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  information  and 
consideration  this  ray  Thirteenth  Annual  Report  on  Sanitary 
Administration  in  the  Borough.  In  it  you  will  find  an  out¬ 
line  of  the  work  done  by  my  Department,  and  some  indication 
of  the  results  achieved  during  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1950.  The  Report  discusses  a  number  of  environmental  factors 
which  play  an  important  part  in  the  health  and  welfare  of  our 
Community,  the  subject  matter  being  presented  under  the 
following  headings: - 

I.  Sanitary  Circumstances: 

Water  Supplies. 

Swimming  Baths:  Sanitary  Condition  of  Water. 

General  Sanitation  and  Abatement  of  Nuisances. 

Atmospheric  Pollution. 

Welfare  of  V/orkers  in  Factories,  Workplaces 
and  Shops. 

II.  Housing: 

General  Conditions  and  Overcrowding. 

Inspection,  Repair  and  Clea.rance  of  Unfit  Houses. 

Improvement  of  Accommodation  under  the 
Housing  Act,  1949. 

Eradication  of  Verminous  Conditions. 

III.  Food  Inspection  and  Supervision: 

Meat  Supply. 

Milk  Supply. 

Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Ice-cream. 

Food  Premises. 

IV.  Rodent  Control. 

V.  Summarised  Statement  of  Inspections  made-  and 
Notices  served: 

Nature  and  number  of  Inspections  made. 

Number  of  Notices  served,  and  Results. 

The  following  Tables  are  included  in  the  Report 


T  able 

1  Bacteriological  Classification  of  Water  Samples.. 

2  Chemical  Analysis  of  Water  Samples. 

3  Houses  served  by  Public  or  Private  Water  Supplies. 

4  Chemical  Examination  of  Swimming  Bath  Waters. 

5  Factories  Records,  1950. 

6  Total  Soot-deposit  Records. 

7  Nov;  Housing  Progress  1946  -  49. 

8  Incidence  and  Abatement  of  Overcrowding. 

9  Record  of  Meat  Inspection  rjid  Incidence  of  Disease. 

10  Graded  Milks:  Sampling  Records. 

11  Bacteriological  Sampling  of  Ice-cream. 

12  Clean  Food  Campaign  Records. 

13  Rodent  Control:  Prevalence  of  Infestations. 

14  Rodent  Control:  Measures  taken. 

15  Rodent  Control:  Infestation  Records. 
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PART  ONE 


SAN IT ARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 


Water  Supply 

A  sufficient  and  constant  supply  of  wholesome  water  was 
distributed  throughout  the  district  by  the  Corporation  during 
the  year,  the  supply  for  domestic  use  being  of  the  order  of  28 
gallons  per  head  per  day. 

The  supply  was  sampled  regularly  for  both  chemical  analysis 
and  bacteriological  examination.  32  samples  of  chlorinated 
water  going  into  supply  were  submitted  to  bacteriological 
examination:  31  were  reported  upon  as  Class  1  waters  and  one 

fell  into  Class  2  (non-faecal  coli:  1  per  IOC  ml.). 

Eighteen  samples  of  raw  waters  (i.e.  before  chlorination) 
taken  from  source  were  classified  as  indicated  in  Table  1: 

T able  1.  Bacteriological  Classificat ion  of  Water  Samples . 


Source  of 
raw  water 

No . 

of  Samples 
the  Classes 

falling  into 
named: 

T  o  t  al 

Samples 

taken 

Class  1 

Class  2 

Class  3 

Class  4 

Heck 

4 

- 

- 

4 

Roa.ll 

6 

— 

- 

- 

6 

Eggbo rough 

6 

- 

~ 

- 

6 

Tan she If 

- 

1 

1* 

— 

2 

* (non-faecal  ccli:  3  per  100  ml.) 

Twenty -nine  samples  (including  five  taken  direct  from  each 
of  the  prinicipal  sources)  were  submitted  to  chemical  analysis 
and  reported  upon  as  satisfactory.  Table  2  gives  results  of 
samples  taken  in  December,  1950: 

Table  2.  Chemical  Analysis  of  Water  Samples. 


arts  per 

lillion  - 


Results  of  Analysis  of 

Samples  taken  - 

At 

source  of  supply 

From  service 
pipe  (mixed 
supply) 

Tanshclf 

Eggbo rough 

R  call 

Heck 

1240 

360 

480 

220 

280 

56 

18 

31 

17 

22 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1.1 

4.1 

4.2 

4.1 

4.7 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

• 

Nil 

Nil 

348 

40 

208 

60 

100 

222 

112 

164 

90 

80 

570 

152 

372 

150 

180 

7.2 

7.4 

7.4 

7.4 

7.4 

|>tal  solids 
fhloride 
itrite 
[it  rate 
tree  ammonia 
[lbuminoid  ammonia 
lei  so  nous  metals 
lardnesss 
P  ermanent 
Temporary 
Total 
IH 
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These  chemical  data  indicate  waters  of  good  organic  quality 
although  Tanshelf  water  is  hard.  It  was  anticipated  that  this 
auxiliary  source  would  he  no  longer  used  when  the  new  supply 
from  Heck  became  available  in  February,  1950:  it  has,  however, 

been  used  in  emergency,  but  only  to  the  extent  of  0.03/°  of  the 
total  supply.  None  of  the  Corporation' s  waters  is  plumbo- 
solvent.  The  pH  values  of  the  mixed  supply  have  ranged  from 
7.0  to  7.8. 


at  the  beginning  of  the  year  only  one  house  in  the  Borough 
was  not  connected  to  the  public  supply  and  during  the  year  these 
premises  were  connected  to  the  Corporation' s  main.  Only  two 
houses  in  the  Borough  arc  served  by  outside  stand-pipes,  and 
these  properties  are  scheduled  for  clearance  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1936.  The  position  may  be  tabulated  as 
follows 

Table  3.  Houses  served  by  Public  or  Private  Water  Supplies. 


Water  Supplied  - 

No.  of 

dwellinghouses 

Estimated 

Population 

From  public  main: 

(a)  Direct  to  houses 

6,062 

23,421 

(b)  By  means  of  stand- 

pipes 

2 

6 

From  private  supplies 

0 

A  plentiful  supply  of  wholesome  water  is  the  prime  necessity 
of  healthy  living  and  in  this  respect  Pontefract  can  be  counted 
amongst  the  most  fortunate. 


Swimming  Baths.  Sanitary  Condition  of  Water. 

Periodic  sampling  of  water  from  the  Public  Swimming  Baths 
was  carried  out  throughout  the  season.  The  results  were  highly 
satisfactory  bact eriologically:  as  figures  given  below  will 

show,  this  was  to  be  expected  with  the  chlorine  dosage  given. 

The  Ministry  of  Health* s  Standard  for  residual  chlorine 
content  is  0.2  to  0.5  parts  per  million,  and  it  is  desirable 
that  this  maximum  figure  should  be  reached  each  morning  and 
not  allowed  to  fall  below  the  lower  limit  at  any  time  the 
baths  are  in  use.  -pH  values  should  range  between  7.6  and 
8.0.  The  results  of  samples  submitted  for  examination  for 
chlorine  content  and  pH  value  are  given  in  Table  4. 

Table  4.  Examinations  of  Swimming  Baths  Waters. 


No-,  of  Samples  - 


Examined  for  - 

Residual  Chlorine 

pH  value 

4 

19 

12 

4 

7 

0 

23 

23 

Not  reaching  the  prescribed 
minimum 

Within  the  prescribed 
limits 

Exceeding  the  prescribed 
maximum 

Total 
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General  Sanitation  and  Abatement  of  Nuisances. 


All  built  up  areas  in  the  Borough  are  sewered,  and  only 
37  houses  are  not  connected  to  sewers.  Sanitary  accommodation 
is  almost  entirely  water-carriages  the  25  conveniences  of 
other  typos  represent  only  one-third  of  one  per  cent  of  the 
total.  In  each  case  there  arc  practical  difficulties  which 
prevent  conversion.  Although  the  Borough  has  modern  sewerage, 
the  drainage  systems  connecting  buildings  with  the  sewers  are 
in  many  cases  obsolete  in  construction  and  present  the  Depart¬ 
ment  with  problems  the  ideal  solution  of  which  is  not  always 
practicable.  Many  improvements  have  been  effected,  and  figures 
relating  to  inspections  made,  and  notices  served,  are  to  be 
found  in  Part  V  of  the  Report. 

With  the  exception  of  eleven  properties  still  served  by 
privy-middens  all  premises  in  the  Borough  where  domestic 
refuse  is  produced  are  served  by  metal  dustbins  of  approved 
specification.  The  eleven  properties  referred  to  are  in 
places  where  no  sower  is  available:  in  some  of  these  cases 

eventual  demolition  of  the  property  is  anticipated  in  pursuance 
of  Housing  Act  activities.  The  Corporation  have  not  adopted 
a  Municipal  Bin  Scheme  of  the  type  envisaged  by  section  75(3) 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  but  serve  notice  £jursuant  to 
sub-section  1  of  this  section  on  the  owner  or  occupier  of 
property,  whichever  appears  to  be  responsible  on  the  facts 
known  to  the  Corporation. 

212  nuisances  (including  *  statutory  nuisances’  and  other 
insanitary  conditions  referred  to  in  the  Public  Health  Act  as 
’nuisances’  ,  but  excluding  housing  defects  dealt  with  under 
the  Housing  Acts)  were  found  during  the  year,  and  16  out¬ 
standing  from  the  previous  year  gave  a  total  of  228  needing 
abatement.  226  of  these  had  been  abated  by  the  end  of  the 
year.  Unsatisfactory  conditions  dealt  with  as  ’nuisances’ 
under  the  Public  Health  Act  are  usually  of  a  more  urgent 
nature  than  those  remedied  under  the  Housing  Act.  Most 
owners  resj)ondcd  with  reasonable  promptitude  to  notices 
served. 

6  trades  scheduled  in  section  107  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  as  ’Offensive  Trades’  were  carried  on  in  the 
Borough  during  the  year.  These  trades  were  conducted  with 
a  minimum  of  nuisance,  although  one  trade  not  scheduled  as 
’offensive’  -  the  processing  of  kitchen  waste  -  was  again 
responsible  for  considerable  nuisance  from  time  to  time. 

The  firm  concerned  are  anxious  to  operate  without 
nuisance  and  have  placed  an  order  for  new  condenser  and 
chlorination  plant  which  when  installed  should  completely 
obviate  cause  for  complaint.  Up  to  the  time  of  writing 
the  plant  had  not  been  delivered  although  I  have  received 
an  assurance  from  the  makers  that  they  are  doing  their 
’utmost  to  expedite  delivery’.  Temporary  improvements 
have  been  made  to  existing  condensers,  but  until  the  new 
plant  arrives  -  in  particular  the  chlorination  plant  to 
deal  with  insoluble  gases,  which  pass  through  the  con¬ 
densers  -  it  is  unlikely  that  the  factory  will  operate 
without  occasional  nuisance. 
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Factories,  Workplaces  and  Shops, 


Arrangements  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  workers  in 
their  places  of  employment  have  again  received  attention 
during  the  year.  The  routine  inspection  of  factories  and 
shops  has  been  continued  and  on  no  occasion  has  it  been 
found  necessary  to  resort  to  statutory  powers  to  secure 
improvement  s. 

The  term  'factory*  as  used  in  the  Factories  Act,  1937, 
includes  all  premises  where  articles  are  made,  altered  or 
repaired  for  purposes  of  gp.in.  There  are  106  such  premises 
on  the  Factory  Register,  and  Table  5  gives  particulars 
relating  to  inspections,  notices  and  defects  found  and 
remedied.  The  provisions  of  section  34  of  the  Factories 
Act,  1937,  relating  to  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  are 
administered  by  this  Department;  2  certificates  of  fitness 
were  issued  and  6  were  amended  during  the  course  of  the  year. 

The  term  'workplace*  as  used  in  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  embraces  offices,  restaurant  kitchens  and  most  other 
premises  in  which  persons  are  employed;  but  excludes  domestic 
premises,  factories  and  (.except  for  'overcrowding'  purposes) 
shops  to  which  the  Shops  Act,  1950,  applies.  A  routine 
inspection  of  these  premises  was  not  made,  but  when  unsatis¬ 
factory  conditions  came  to  my  notice  in  the  course  of  other 
d.uties,  the  requisite  remedial  measures  were  taken. 

The  terra  ' shop*  includes  warehouses  used  in  connection 
with  wholesale  or  retail  trade,  refreshment  houses,  lending 
libraries  and  hairdressing  establishments.  There  are  382 
shop  premises  on  the  Register,  and  the  Shops  Act,  1950, 
applies  to  235  of  these.  104  visits  for  the  investigation 
of  welfare  arrangements  v/ere  made  in  1950.  General  condi¬ 
tions  are  good. 

Table  5.  Factories  Records,  1950. 


Premises 


1)  Factories  without 

mechanical  power 
(i.e.  in  which 
Sections  1  to  4 
and  6  of  the  Act 
are  enforced  by 
local  authorities) 

2)  Factories  with 

mechanical  power 
(i.e.  in  which 
only  section  7 
is  enforced  by 
local  authorities) 

3)  Other  premises  in 

which  section  7 
|  is  enforced  by 

local  authorities. 

I  Totals 


-  6  - 


Number 

on 

Register 


18 


86 


2 

10  6 


Number  of  - 


Inspections 
made 


25 


6 

37 


Written 

Notice 

sent 


10 


10 


Defects 


Found  I  Remedied 


8 
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12 


12 
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Atmospheric  Pollution 


The  Corporation  have  continued  to  take  an  active  interest 
in  this  subject  not  only  from  the  '  local  nuisance*  point  of 
view  but  from  the  wider  county  and  national  aspects.  The 
Council  are  represented  on  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire 
Regional  Smoke  Abatement  Committee  and  on  its  Executive 
Committee,  and  sent  representatives  to  the  Annual  Conference 
of  the  National  Smoke  Abatement  Society.  Pursuant  to 
their  powers  under  section  105  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
they  participate  in  the  investigation  of  problems  related  to 
atmospheric  pollution;  a  standard  deposit-gauge  and  two 
lead-peroxide  instruments  for  the  measurement  of  sulphur 
dioxide  have  been  exposed  throughout  the  year,  and  a  smoke 
filter  for  the  measurement  ef  suspended  impurity  was  installed 
and  operated  from  1st  April. 


Some  years  will  elapse  before  the  full  significance  cf 
much  of  the  data  collected  will  become  apparent,  but  the  trend 
shown  in  Table  6  is  again  encouraging.  Records  arc  not 
available  for  the  years  1941  to  1945. 

Table  6.  Total  Soot-Deposit  Records. 


Period 

Total  Deposit  in  tons 
per  square  mile 

Year  ending  June,  1940 

262 

Mean  of  three  years 

ending  December,  1948 

194 

Year  ending  December,  1949 

176 

Year  ending  December,  1950 

169 

The  amount  of  sulphur  dioxide  emitted  from  chimneys  may 
be  considered  as  proportional  to  the  amount  of  coal  burnt. 

The  graph  (Figure  1)  shows  clearly  the  seasonal  variation  - 
minimal  in  the  summer  months,  when  much  less  domestic  coal 
is  burnt.  Over  the  three  years  given  in  the  graph  there 
is  also  a  distinct  trends  the  summer  'trough*  becomes 
lower  each  year.  The  data  are  from  the  lead-peroxide  instru¬ 
ment  sited  at  Headlands  Lane; 


Figure  1.  Yearly  Cycle  of  Sulphur  Dioxide. 
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Figure  2  shows  in  diagrammatic  form  the  total  solids 
deposited  monthly  during  1950  and  the  monthly  averages 
over  the  five  years  1946-50.  The  columns  represent  by 
their  height  the  amount  of  deposit,  and  the  X' s  show  the 
average  figure.  Monthly  rainfall  during  1950,  indicated 
by  the  line  ' R’  provides  an  interesting  comparison. 
Monthly  soluble  deposit  is  denoted  by  horizontal  shading 
in  the  lower  portion  of  the  columns. 


Figure  2.  Monthly  Deposit  Data. 
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The  Smoke  Filter,  which  measures  the  mean  daily  con¬ 
centration  of  suspended  matter  in  the  atmosphere,  had  not 
been  in  operation  throughout  a  whole  year  until  the  31st 
March,  1951. 

The  information  given  in  this  Report  is,  therefore, 
confined  to  a  diagram  showing  the  mean  weekly  cycle  of  smoke 
during  the  summer  months  -  for  these  purposes.  May  to  September, 
1950.  The  shaded  portion  represents  the  week-end  period;  and 
the  effect  that  the  week-end  closing  do wn  of  business  premises  - 
factories  find  other  types  -  has  upon  atmospheric  pollution  is 
clearly  shown. 

Figure  5.  Mean  Weekly  Cycle  of  Smoke:  Summer,  1950. 
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Twelve  industrial  chimneys  were  observed  from  time  to  time 
during  the  year,  and  the  number  of  formal  30  minute  observations 
made  was  100.  Your  Smoke  Byelaws  allow  a  total  emission  of  up  to 
two  minutes  black  smoke  within  a  continuous  period  of  thirty 
minutes;  any  emission  in  excess  of  this  is  presumed  to  be  a 
nuisance,  and  on  this  standard  14  nuisances  were  noted  during 
the  aggregate  observation  period  of  50  hours.  Six  different 
premises  were  concerned  and  in  each  case  the  boilers  were  hand- 
fired.  The  factory  at  which  the  most  offences  occurred  has  now 
installed,  with  satisfactory  results,  a  new  boiler  of  greater 
capacity . 

It  will  bo  appreciated  that  it  is  only  possible  to  observe 
any  chimney  for  a  mere  fraction  of  the  time  it  is  in  operation, 
and  that  excessive  emissions  can  and  do  occur  more  frequently 
than  this  report  can  indicate:  the  average  emission  per  observa¬ 

tion  period  during  the  year  was  43  seconds  ’black'  smoke,  5 
minutes  2  seconds  ’moderate’  smoke  and  14  minutes  42  seconds 
’fine'  smoke.  Whilst  smoke  observation  serves  a  useful  purpose- 
inasmuch  as  it  points  to  plants  needing  greater  attention,  the 
most  useful  work  is  done  in  the  boiler-houses  advising  manage¬ 
ments  and  boiler  attendants  of  necessary  improvements  in  plant 
or  preformancc. 

The  domestic  smoke  problem  is  one  that  presents  difficulties 
in  a  town  such  as  Pontefract  w here  many  householders  are  colliery 
workers  who  receive  concessionary  coal.  The  increased  use  of 
gas,  electricity  and  hard  fuels  for  cooking  and  space-heating  is 
to  be  encouraged  wherever  possible,  and  in  many  towns  such  a 
policy  can  be  pursued  with  a  vigour  dependent  only  on  the  avail¬ 
ability  of  these  fuels.  But  not  so  in  a  colliery  district 
unless  some  method  can  be  devised  of  compensating  mine-workers 
who  would  be  willing  to  take  less  than  their  due  allowance  of 
soft  coal  and  adopt  modern  heating  practices  in  their  homes. 
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PART  TWO 


HO  US  IPO 


Housing  continues  to  be  the  main  concern  of  the 
Corporation;  or,  more  correctly,  the  provision  of  new 
houses  -  for  until  this  problem  is  solved  in  its  quantitative 
aspect,  the  quality  of  existing  accommodation,  considered  in 
its  broadest  sense,  must  take  second  place.  This  has  not 

meant  that  the  condition  of  existing  property  has  been  over¬ 
looked!  the  report  will  show  that  during  the  year  under 
review  much  routine  work  has  been  done.  Housing  defects 
of  even  a  minor  character  can  be  very  distressing  to  the 
families  concerned,  and  judged  by  the  numbers  of  tenants  who 
call  in  the  Department  when  negotiations  with  their  landlords 
break  down,  this  facet  of  the  local  authority*  s  housing 
activities  becomes  increasingly  necessary. 

In  my  last  Annual  Report  I  expressed  the  view  that  by 
the  end  of  1950,  it  should  be  possible  to  estimate  the  degree 
of  advantage  that  could  be  taken  of  the  Improvement  Grant 
provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949.  The  Report  will  sub¬ 
sequently  show  that  not  less  than  300  houses  in  the  town  need 
to  be  brought  up  to  modern  standards.  To  do  this,  however, 
might  first  involve  the  acquisition  of  much  of  the  property 
by  the  Corporation,  a  line  of  action  which,  so  far,  has  not 
commended  itself  to  them.  The  co-operation  of  tenants  would 
also  be  necessary  in  such  a  scheme,  and  this  might  not  always 
be  forthcoming  after  the  discussion  had  turned  to  the  sub¬ 
stantial  rent  increases  which  would  be  a  necessary  adjunct  to 
any  improvement  scheme . 


New  Housing  and  Heeds. 


Since  post-war  house  building  began,  742.  houses  have  been 
erected  in  the  Borough,  120  of  these  during  the  year  under 
review,  as  detailed  in  Table  7.  There  is,  however,  evidence 
that  the  total  housing  need  at  the  end  of  1950  was  greater 
than  at  the  beginning  of  that  year;  the  number  of  families 
wanting  Corporation  houses  and  living  in  lodgings  rose  from  600 
to  670.  This  latter  figure  may  be  taken  as  a  rough  index  of 
need,  whilst  the  number  of  houses  at  present  under  construction 
or  about  to  be  started  was  120  at  31st  December,  1950. 

Table  7.  New  Housing  Progress  1946  -  1950. 


No.  of  houses  erected  - 

Year 

By  the  Corporation 

By  Private 
Enterprise 

Total 

Permanent 

Temporary 

Total 

1946 

0 

60 

60 

23 

33 

1947 

164 

164 

29 

193 

1948 

169 

169 

25 

194 

1949 

137 

137 

15 

152 

1950 

1C  4 

3 

107 

13 

120 

Totals 

574 

63 

637 

105 

742 

10 


Overcrowding. 

The  number  of  known  cases  of  statutory  overcrowding  has 
fallen  during  the  years  13  new  cases  of  overcrowding  were 
added  to  the  register  and  32  were  removed  consequent  upon 
abatement.  The  numbers  of  cases  found  and  abated  during  the 
past  six  years  are  given  in  Table  8;  it  is  shown  that  during 
this  period  282  cases  of  statutory  overcrowding  were  abated, 
190  of  these  as  the  result  of  Corporation  rehousing. 


Table  8.  Incidence  and  Abatement  of  Overcrowding. 


No.  of  Cases  - 

• 

Year 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

On  register  at 
beginning  of  year 

32 

90 

32 

13 

1  - 

58 

- 

39 

Added  to  register 
during  the  year 

62 

73 

13 

37 

22 

13 

Abated  during  the  year: 

By  Corporation 
rehousing 

2 

65 

66 

12 

36 

9 

By  other  means 

2 

16 

16 

30 

5 

23 

Total 

4 

81 

82 

42 

41 

32 

On  register  at  end 
of  year 

90 

82 

13 

58 

39 

20 

The  following  details  add  to  the  information  given  on  this 
subject  in  respect  of  the  year  1950s- 


No.  of  dwellings  overcrowded*  at  end  of  year  20 
No.  of  families  living  in  these  dwellings  44 
No.  of  persons  concerned  180 
No.  of  cases  abated  during  the  year  32 
No.  of  persons  concerned  230 


*0n  Housing  Act  Standard. 

The  Corporation  also  continued  to  give  consideration  to 
cases  which  although  not  overcrowded  on  the  Housing  Act  Standard 
necessarily  a  low  one  -  had  insufficient  bedroom  accommodation 
to  allow  proper  segregation  of  the  sexes.  The  Housing  Act 
Standard  taking  into  consideration,  as  it  does,  all  habitable 
rooms,  fails  adequately  to  assess  ’need’  where  two  separate 
families  live  together  in  one  house.  In  such  cases  a  ’bedroom 
standard '  becomes  necessary,  and  the  Corporation  have  applied 
such  a  standard  in  many  cases:  73  houses  -  63%  of  the  total 

number  of  normal  lettings  -  were  used  during  the  year  to  abate 
overcrowding  of  both  classes. 

Inspection,  Repair  and  Clearance  of  Unfit  Houses. 

1,246  inspections  wore  made  specifically  for  housing 
defects  during  the  year.  Theoretically  the  authority’ s 
duty  in  this  matter  is  clear:  it  must  ensure  that  all 

houses  within  the  Borough  are  maintained  in  such  a  con¬ 
dition  as  to  be  fit  for  habitation  unless  they  are  totally 
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unfit  or  incapable  of  repair  at  reasonable  expense,  in  which 
cases  demolition  is  normally  indicated.  At  the  present 
time,  however,  labour  having  been  largely  diverted  to  new 
housing,  the  housing  shortage  being  acute,  and  the  financial 
advantages  of  owning  property  being  uncertain,  a  number  of 
limitations  are  created:  (1)  housing  repair  work  must  be 

confined  to  that  which  is  most  urgent;  ( 2 )  houses  which 
have  long  since  worn  out  must  continue  to  provide  shelter 
for  those  who  would  otherwise  have  no  separate  home;  and 
(3)  the  decision  as  to  whether  property  can  be  repaired  at 
reasonable  cost  is  by  no  means  as  clear  cut  as  once  it  was. 

Despite  these  difficulties  some  300  houses  were  rendered 
fit  and  18  were  demolished  or  closed.  House-to-house  inspec¬ 
tion,  which  had  been  commenced  in  1949,  mainly  in  the  Tanshelf 
district,  was  continued  in  the  year  under  review  and  70  houses 
there  received  fairly  comprehensive  repair.  There  are  some 
80  houses  in  the  Borough  which  are  scheduled  as  unfit  and  not 
capable  of  repair  at  reasonable  expense:  at  the  present  rate 

of  progress,  which  is  inevitably  slow,  these  are  not  likely  to 
be  disposed  of  in  less  than  5  years. 

Further  statistics  relating  to  housing  activities  are 
given  below. 

No.  of  houses  inspected  for  housing 
defects  found  to  need  further  action: 

(a)  considered  incapable  of  repair  18 

(b)  considered  capable  of  repair  367 

No.  of  houses  the  defects  in  which  were 
remedied  in  consequence  of  informal 
action  247 

No.  of  representations  made  to  the  local 
authority  with  a  viov;  to; 

(a)  The  serving  of  notices  requiring 

the  execution  of  works 
(i)  under  Housing  Act  70 

(ii)  under  Public  Health  Act  38 

(b)  The  making  of  demolition  or 

closing  orders  18 

No.  of  fcriricil  notices  served  requiring  the 


execution  of  works  - 

(a)  under  Housing  Act  36 

(b)  under  Public  Health  Act  17 

No.  of  houses  rendered  fit  after  service 
of  formal  notices  - 

(a)  under  Housing  Act  28 

(b)  under  Public  Health  Act  17 

No.  of  demolition  or  closing  orders  made  12 


No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an  under¬ 
taking  was  accepted  under  subsection  (3) 
of  section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936.  11 

No.  of  houses  demolished  3 
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Housing  Act,  1949.  Improvement  of  Housing  Accommodation. 


The  Council  have  given  careful  consideration  to  the 
provisions  of  Part  II  of  this  Act  relating  to  the  improvement 
of  housing  accommodation. 


In  approved  cases  grants  are  availa.ble  to  owners  who  bring 
suitable  property  up  to  required  standards.  It  was  considered 
that  the  principal  improvements  in  respect  of  which  property 
in  the  Borough  may  qualify  for  grant  would  include  the 
f ollowings - 


The  provision  of; 


(a)  a  hot  water  system 

(b)  a  fixed  bath 

(c)  adequate  points  for  lighting 

each  room 

(d)  adequate  facilities  for  heating 

each  habitable  room; 


and  possibly  the  following:- 


The  provision  of: 


an  internal  watercloset 
a  separate  bathroom 
a  separate  wash-house 
a  working  kitchen; 
and 


The  replacement  of: 


(i)  heating  and  cooking  appliances 

by  improved  types,  and 

(j)  gas-lighting  of  rooms  by 

electric-lighting. 


Early  in  the  year  a  survey  of  the  town  was  commenced  to 
ascertain  which  houses  fell  within  the-  standards  laid  down  in 
Ministry  of  Health  Circular  90/49,  i.e.,  although  soundly 
constructed  and  in  good  general  repair,  lacked  modern  amenities 
and  conveniences.  The  attention  of  owners  of  property  had 
already  been  called  by  means  of  Press  notices  to  the  provisions 
of  Part  II  of  the  new  Act  relating  to  Improvement  Grants,  but 
this  had  yielded  disappointing  results.  It  was  felt  that  an 
individual  approach  to  owners  of  suitable  property  would  create 
a  greater  interest  in  the  scheme,  and  following  the  survey 
mentioned  above,  some  56  owners  were  written  in  respect  of 
205  dwellinghouses.  Once  again  the  response  was  disappointing: 
only  eight  owners  came  forward  and  requested  more  details  of  the 
Scheme;  twenty-five  houses  were  involved.  following  dis¬ 
cussions  six  owners  decided  to  take  no  further  action  at  the 
time,  and  the  remaining  two  (owning  16  houses)  asked  for 
detailed  reports  on  their  properties.  A  comprehensive  survey 
of  these  houses  was  carried  out  towards  the  end  of  the  year, 
and  submitted  to  the  owners;  but  at  31st  December,  1950,  no 
application  for  grant  had  been  received. 

Although  it  would  appear  from  this  resume  that  little 
positive  action  resulted  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  time 
expended  on  this  work,  at  least  a  good  deal  of  useful  informa¬ 
tion  was  collated  for  the  Department1'  s  Housing  Records. 

In  addition  to  the  action  taken  regarding  privately-owned 
property,  a  survey  was  also’  commenced  in  respect  of  a 
Corporation  Estate  constructed  in  1912.  This  estate  comprises 
97  houses  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  the  survey  was  well 
advanced.  It  is  hoped  that  1951  will  show  the  results  of 
this  preliminary  work. 
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Eradication  of  Verminous  Conditions. 


The  Housing  Committee  has  continued  its  practice  of 
giving  disinfestation  treatment  to  furniture  which  is 
verminous  or  likely  to  be  verminous,  before  allowing 
otherwise  suitable  applicants  to  take  up  occupation  of 
Corporation  houses.  The  Corporation' s  Contractors 
carry  out  the  removal  and  disinfest  with  hydrogen  cyanide 
before  unloading.  15  such  cases  were  dealt  with  in  1950. 

Verminous  conditions  were  found  at  11  houses  during 
1950  -  1  Corporation  and  10  privately-owned i  appropriate 
action  was  taken. 


PART  THREE 

Eood  Inspection  and  Supervision 


The  protection  of  the  public  against  the  marketing  of 
unsound  food  must  rank  as  one  of  the  local  authority' s  most 
important  duties.  In  the  details  that  follow,  particular 
attention  is  given  to  meat  and  milk  and  their  products,  these 
being  commodities  which,  by  reason  of  their  nature,  require 
and  receive  a  greater  degree  of  supervision  than  does  the 
bulk  of  other  foods. 

I  would  also  call  attention  to  the  paragraph  on  Food 
Premises.  The  coming  into  operation  of  Food  Byelaws  has 
greatly  strengthened  the  powers  already  possessed,  principally 
under  section  13  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  and  will 
result  in  a  still  higher  standard  of  hygiene  in  our  food 
premises.  In  general  the  standard  is  already  high,  and 
managements  and  staff  have  shown  a  remarkable  readiness  to 
co-operate  with  the  Department.  During  the  year  I  have 
received  no  complaint  from  any  member  of  the  public  regard¬ 
ing  unhygienic  practices  in  food  shops  in  the  Borough. 


Meat  Supply. 

The  Ministry  of  Food  continued  to  use  the  Abattoir  at 
Newtown  for  the  preparation  of  moat  for  distribution  to  retailors 
in  the  Borough  and  surrounding  districts,  covering  a  population 
of  53,665.  The  whole  of  the  meat  dressed  at  the  Abattoir 
was  inspected  by  Officers  of  the  Department  qualified  in  meat 
inspection. 

The  numbers  of  carcases  examined  during  the  year  weres- 


Beasts;  Cows  579 

Others  1,991 

Calves  891 

Sheep  7,523 

Pigs  542 


the  total  number  being  11,526 


Table  9  gives  details  of  the  incidence  of  disease. 
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Table  9.  Record  of  Meat  Inspections  and 

Incidence  of  Disease. 


Class  of  Animal 


Cattle 
( exc luding 
cows) 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

1,991  . 

579 

891 

7,523 

542 

1,991 

579 

891 

7,523 

542 

6 

11 

7 

4 

12 

617 

152 

10 

256 

143 

31.3 

28.2 

1.9 

3.5 

28.6 

3 

31 

6 

3 

351 

263 

10 

29 

17.8 

50.3 

1.8 

5.9 

Number  killed 

Number  inspected 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis: 

(i)  Whole  carcases 
condemned 

(ii)  Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

[Tuberculosis  only: 

(iii)  Whole  carcases 
cond emned 

(iv)  Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was 
condemned 

’ercentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 


k  total  of  84  whole  carcases,  127  part  carcases  and 
2,858  organs  and  parts  were  condemned,  the  total  weight  being 
31  tons,  15  cwts,,  3  qtrs.  Of  this  quantity  13  tons,  8  cwts., 

7  lbs.,  was  rationed  meat..  It  should  be  stated  that  whilst 

every  precaution  is  taken  to  prevent  unfit  meat  from  reaching 
the  consumer,  equal  care  is  taken  to  ensure  that  no  meat  is 
unnecessarily  condemned. 

The  condemnations  classified  in  Table  9  as  'Other  Conditions’ 
included  pathological  emaciation,  injury,  bruising,  acute  fever, 
abscesses,  immaturity,  joint  ill,  septic  pericarditis,  septicaemia, 
decomposition,  suppuration,  dropsy,  acute  septic  metritis,  swine 
fever,  pyaemia  and  inf  lamination.  'Other  conditions'  in 

were  principally  abscesses  and  parasitic  disorders. 


organs 


In  carcases  the  principal  cause  of  condemnation  was  tubercu¬ 


losis,  67.7 cp 
being  due  to 
condemnation 
1,064  bovine 
showed  lesions 
of  liver,  some 


of  the  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  from,  all  causes 


this  infection.  In  organs  the  principal  cause  of 
was  cirrhosis  caused  by  liver  fluke  (distoma  hepatica) : 
livers,  i.e.  41.47°  of  the  total  number  examined, 

of  invasion  by  this  parasite,  resulting  in  11,355  lbs, 
31.6%  of  the  total  weight  examined,  being  condemned 


as  unfit  for  human  consumption, 
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The  statistics  given  include  the  following  numbers 
of  animals  which  arrived  at  the  Centre  for  casualty 
slaughters  - 

Cattle  78,  Calves  21, 

Sheep  and  lambs  12,  Pigs  127, 

The  higher  incidence  of  disease  in  this  class  of  animal 
is  illustrated  by  the  following  figures  relating  to  cattle; 
of  the  78  carcases  examined,  27  whole  carcases  and  organs 
were  condemned,  i.e.  34.6%  against  a  figure  for  non-casualty 
cattle  of  1.0%. 

Cysticercus  bovis. 

During  the  yean:  24  beast  carcases  were  found  to  be 
affected  with  this  parasite,  giving  a  percentage  incidence 
of  0.93%.  19  of  these  cases  were  found  during  the  last  4 

months  of  the  year. 

In  all  cases  the  invasion  was  mild  and  before  being 
released  for  human  consumption  carcases  and  organs  were  sub¬ 
jected  to  refrigeration  for  a  sufficient  time  to  kill  any 
undetected  parasites. 

transport  and  Handling  of  Meat. 

No  violation  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations, 

1924,  was  found  and  conditions  generally  were  satisfactory. 

Slaughtering  Facilities. 

The  total  number  of  animals  killed  at  the  Newtown 
slaughterhouse  during  the  year  (11,526)  was  an  increase  of 
1,774  on  1949  and  3,058  on  1948.  This  further  accentuated 
the  inadequate  accommodation  and  necessitated  the  slaughter 
of  animals  on  Sundays  during  four  months  of  the  year.  It 
also  meant  that  during  the  periods  of  heavy  killing  many 
animals  could  not  be  rested  and  fasted  for  the  length  of 
time  necessary  to  ensure  the  meat  being  in  the  best  possible 
condition. 

During  a  period  of  61  consecutive  days  in  September  and 
October  the  lairage  accommodation  was  sufficient  to  allow 
animals  a  24  hour  resting  and  feasting  period  on  only  6  days; 
on  45  days  it  was  less  th.-^n  50%  of  requirements,  and  on  12 
days  it  was  less  than  20%  of  requirements.  The  cooling  hall 
also  was  rarely  sufficiently  uncrowded  to  function  effectively: 
carcases  of  beef  were  frequently  hung  so  close  together  that 
adequate  cooling  was  impracticable  and,  at  times,  carcases 
h^d  to  be  hung  in  the  slaughtering  hall,  thus  interrupting  the 
slaughter  of  animals. 

In  view  of  these  very  unsatisfactory  conditions  a  letter 
was  addressed  to  The  Secretary  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  asking 
whether,  if  a  scheme  were  prepared  and  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  of  Food,  they  would  be  prepared  to  give  favourable 
consideration  to  the  early  establishment  of  a  Public  Abattoir 
in  Pontefract.  As  a  result  a  meeting  between  representatives 
of  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  Pontefract  Corporation  was  arranged 
to  take  place  early  in  1951. 
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Milk  Supply 


The  year  under  review  was  the-  first  complete  year  governed 
by  recent  changes  in  milk  legislation,  now  consolidated  and  cited 
as  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  1938  to  1950.  It  is  now  definitely 
noticeable  in  the  milk  trade  that  distributors  are  looking  ahead 
to  the  time  when  the  Ministry  of  Food  declare  their  'specified 
areas'  in  which  it  will  be  permissible  (.with  certain  minor 
exceptions)  to  retail  only  designated  milks. 

In  effect,  this  legislation  sounds  the  death  knell  to  the 
retail  sale  of  undesignated  milk,  and  although  distributors 
may  continue  to  serve  milk  from  hand-churns  in  the  street 
(providing  this  is  final  delivery  on  retail  sale)  this  once- 
familiar  yet  unsat isfactory  practice  is  now  entering  its  last 
days. 


It  is  estimated  that  not  more  than  10#  of  the  milk  retailed 
in  the  Borough  is  undesignated,  and  even  part  of  that  percentage 
relates  to  milk  which  has,  in  fact,  been  pasteurised  although  it 
is  sold  as  ungraded.  Of  the  ten  dairymen  who  produce  milk  in 
the  Borough  only  four  retail  their  milk  in  an  untreated  form, 
and  one  of  these  is  an  'Accredited'  producer.  To  show  how 
the  early  prejudices  against  heat  treatment  have  been  broken 
down  it  is  sufficient  to  point  out  that  every  distributor  in 
the  Borough  today  (excluding  dealers  of  Sterilised  milk  from 
shops)  retails  some  'Pasteurised'  milk.  Altogether  there  are 
only  seven  distributors  who  retail  untreated  milk  in  the  Borough, 
and  two  of  these  retail  'Accredited'  and  'Tuberculin  Tested' 
milk  respectively. 

During  the  year  thirteen  samples  of  raw  milk  were  submitted 
to  biological  examination  for  the  detection  of  tuberculosis. 

In  august  a  positive  result  was  received  in  respect  of  one  of 
the  samples  and  subsequently  two  milk  cows  were  slaughtered 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1938.  In  the 
interval  between  the  receipt  of  the  positive  result  and  the 
slaughter  of  the  affected  animals  arrangements  were  made  for 
the  milk,  normally  sold  raw,  to  be  pasteurised. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  31  distributors  and  3  dairies  were 
registered  by  the  Council  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations 
of  1949. 


Generally  speaking  the  provisions  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations  wore  observed  by  all  milk  distributor’s  in  the 
Borough.  Only  one  horse-drawn  milk  float  is  now  engaged  in 
milk  delivery  and  it  is  anticipated  that  this  will  be  replaced 
by  a  modern  vehicle  in  the  not  too  distant  future. 


Under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)(Raw  Milk)  Regulations, 
1949,  and  the  Milk  (Special  Designation) (Past eurised  and 
Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations,  1949,  45  licences  were  issued 
during  the  year  authorising  the  sale  of  graded  milks.  15  of 
these  were  in  respect  of  'Tuberculin  Tested',  15  in  respect 
of  'Pasteurised'  and  15  in  respect  of  'Sterilised'  milk. 

In  addition  there  arc  9  supplementary  licences  in  force  for 
the  sale  of  graded  milks. 
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Table  10  gives  particulars  of  sampling  of  graded  milks 
and  results. 


Table  10.  Graded  Milks;  Sampling  Records. 


Grade  of  Milk 

Test  Applied 

Methylene  Blue 

Phosphatase 

Turbidity 

Tuberculin  Tested 

(Pa,st  eurised ) 

2 

2 

Past eurised 

33* 

33 

Sterilised 

13 

*With  one  exception  in  this  group  all  samples  were 
reported  upon  as  satisfactory. 


Two  samples  were  taken  for  biological  examination  from  the 
pasteurising  plant  in  the  area:  negative  results  were  recorded. 

Once  again  the  number  of  cows  condemned  for  generalised 
tuberculosis  at  the  Abattoir  represented  a  high  proportion  of 
the  total  number  inspected:  in  all,  31  whole  carcases  were 

condemned  out  of  a  total  number  of  579  cows  inspected.  This 
latter  figure  represents  an  increase  of  181  over  that  for  the 
previous  year.  Many  of  these  animals  were  of  very  low  standard. 
Only  3  animals  were  sent  to  the  Abattoir  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1938. 


Ice-Cream. 

Particular  attention  was  paid  to  the  preparation  and 
sale  of  ice-cream.  Only  two  factories  operate  for  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  ice-cream  in  the  Borough,  most  of  the.  ice-cream 
consumed  here  being  manufactured  in  other  areas  and  retailed 
pro-wrapped  in  this  area.  During  the  season  twelve  samples 
of  this  latter  ice— cream  were  taken  and  all  but  two  satisfied 
the  informal  methylene  blue  reduction  test.  In  the  case  of 
each  unsatisfactory  sample  the  local  authority  of  the  area 
in  which  it  was  produced  was  informed. 

At  each  of  the  local  plants  inspection  and  sampling  were 
carried  out  as  necessary.  The  results  of  samples  submitted  to 
the  methylene  blue  reduction  test  can  be  tabulated  as  follows: - 

Table  II.  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Ice-cream. 


Provisional  Grading 

Plant 

Grade  I 

Grade  II 

Grade  III 

( IV 

(Satisfactory) 

(Doubt ful) 

(Unsatis- 

factory) 

’A' 

29 

3 

1 

0 

•B’ 

4 

1 

1 

0 
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Both  plants  are  equipped  to  produce  ice-cream  which  has 
been  heat-treated  in  accordance  with  the  Ice-Cream  (Heat- 
Treatment)  Regulations,  and  considerable  time  was  spent  in 
educative  work  with  the  employees  at  Plant  ’A’ . 

Samples  taken  from  vehicles  of  the  two  local  producers 
did  not  produce  the  same  encouraging  results.  Five  samples 
were  taken;  one  fell  into  Grade  II,  one  in  Grade  III, 
and  three  in  Grade  IV.  On  the  whole  the  turnout  of  ice-cream 
vehicles  operating  in  the  Borough  is  good  and  the  importance 
of  maintaining  a  high  hygienic  standard  is  constantly  impressed 
on  the  retailers. 

During  the  year  there  was  a  gradual  fall  in  the  amount  of 
ice-cream  produced  in  the  Borough  due  to  the  increasing 
populfirity  of  iced  lollipops.  This  commodity  is  not  governed 
by  the  Ice-Cream  (Heat-Treatment)  Regulations  and  local 
manufacturing  premises  have  not  been  registered  under  section 
14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1933,  although  it  appears  to  be 
the  custom  in  some  areas.  A  careful  watch  has  been  kept  on 
this  trade  and  no  practices  have  been  observed  which  provide 
problems  not  covered  by  section  13  and  Food  Byelaws.  In  view 
of  its  lack  of  milk  content,  this  commodity  would  seem  to  be 
a  far  less  potential  danger  to  the  public  health  than  is 
ice-cream. 

Food  Premises 


The  plan  to  visit  all  food  premises  in  the  Borough,  which 
was  commenced  in  August,  1948,  was  completed  during  this  year, 
and  every  known  food  factory,  warehouse,  shop,  restaurant  and 
canteen  in  the  Borough  has  now  been  inspected. 

Generally  the  standard  of  hygiene  has  been  high.  Some 
of  the  shops  with  a  lower  standard  of  hygiene  changed  hands 
during  the  year  and  in  the  majority  of  these  improvement  became 
appa.rent.  One  result  of  this  survey  has  been  that  those 
premises  needing  frequent  inspection  are  now  known  to  the 
Department.  Table  12  gives  details  of  the  inspections  made. 


Table  12.  Inspection  of  Food  Premises. 


Inspections  made  and 
Defects  noted  and 
remedied 

Y  ear 

Total 

1948 

1949 

1950 

No.  of  visits  paid  to 
food  premises 

147 

232 

154 

533 

No.  of  different  rooms 
inspected 

285 

307 

378 

970 

No.  of  rooms  in  which 
defective  condi¬ 
tions  were  noted 

43 

73 

50 

166 

No.  of  defective  condi¬ 
tions  noted 

57 

112 

115 

234 

No.  of  defective  condi¬ 
tions  outstanding 
at 'the  end  of 
the  year 

47 

61 

37 

— 
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During  the  year  Byelaws  were  made  under  Section  15  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  securing  the  observance 
of  sanitary  and  cleanly  practices  and  conditions  in  connection 
with  the  handling,  wrapping  and  delivery  of  food,  and  sale  of 
food  in  the  open  air.  The  Byelaws  apply  to  the  food  stalls 
in  the  market  and  a  special  sub-committee  met  to  consider  the 
application  of  the  Byelaws  to  the  open  market.  Consideration 
was  given  to  the  provision  of  washing  facilitiesto  stall 
holders,  the  re-siting  of  food  stalls,  storage  arrangements 
for  food,,  the  cleanliness  of  stalls,  and  the  protection  of  food 
from  contamination.  Little  progress  has  yet  been  made. 


PART  FOUR 
RODENT  CONTROL 


The  coming  into  operation  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage 
by  Pests  Act,  1949,  on  the  31st  March,  1950,  provided  an 
opportunity  for  the  review  of  the  Corporation' s  activities  in 
this  connection.  The  need  for  efficient  control  over  rodent 
infestation  in  the  Borough  is  recognsied,  and  the  Corporation 
have  operated  a  Rodent  Control  Service  continuously  for  ten 
years.  During  the  latter  half  of  this  period  an  attempt  has 
been  made  at,  total  clearance  of  infestation  on  systematic  lines, 
but  the  problem,  if  not  so  acute,  is  still  with  us.  It  now 
appears  to  be  accepted  that  total  clearance  on  agricultural 
property  is  largely  impracticable;  and  Pontefract,  'being 
almost  surrounded  by  a  belt  of  agricultural  land,  cannot  escape 
recurrent  infestation. 

The  new  Act  places  a  specific  duty  on  local  authorities  to 
inspect  their  district  for  infestation,  and  when  the  Corporation 
considered  this  it  was  agreed  that  in  addition  to  the  full-time 
operative  then  employed,  a  further  worker  should  be  engaged 
during  the  winter  months.  Such  a  worker  was  engaged  in  November, 
1950,  and  before  the  end  of  the  year  much  useful  work  had  been 
done.  Records  are  now  kept  in  the  form  required  by  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Tables  13  and  14  cover  the  nine  months  period 
during  which  the  new  act  has  been  operative. 


Table  13.  Prevalence  of  Infestation. 


Type  of 
Property 

No. 

of  Properties  in 

Area 

Analysis  of  Column  4 

Total 

In  which  Infestation 
was  - 

Number 

Infested  by  - 

N  otif ied 
by 

0  ccupier 

Other¬ 

wise 

found 

Total 

Rats* 

Mice 

Only 

Major 

(20-200) 

Minor 
(under  20) 

local  Authority' s 

33 

0 

14 

14  * 

5 

8 

1 

Bwellinghouse  only 

60  64 

10 

32 

42 

3 

35 

4 

Business  Premises 

574 

29 

24 

53 

5 

20 

28 

Agricultural 

33 

4 

8 

12 

4 

8 

0 

Total 

670  6 

43 

73 

121 

17 

71 

33 

*Including  mixed  infestations. 
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It  will  be  noted  from  the  following  Table  that  the 
majority  of  occupiers  of  infested  property  co-operated 
with  the  Corporation.  Statutory  action  was  initiated 
near  the  end  of  the  year  in  a  further  7  cases  but  the 
actual  work  of  disinfestation  was  not  completed  in  the 
year  under  review. 

Table  14.  Rodent  Control  Measures  taken. 


No.  of  treatments  carried  out 

Individual  premises. 

Block  Treatment 

Type  of 
Property 

No.  of 
proper¬ 
ties 
inspec¬ 
ted 

No.  of 
inspec¬ 
tions 
made 

By 

arrange¬ 
ment  with 
occupier 

Under 

section 

5(1) 

By 

arrange¬ 
ment  with 
occupier 

Under 

section 

6(1) 

Local 

Authority' s 
property 

22 

35 

16 

— 

10 

— 

bw  el ling 

House 

171 

236 

19 

** 

12 

4 

Business 

Premises 

118 

150 

28 

— 

25 

- 

Agricultural 

Property 

35 

68. 

Q 

9 

Total 

346 

498 

72 

— 

56 

• 

The  following  Table  classifies  the  number  of  infestations 
cleared  by  the  Corporation's  Service  during  the  whole  of  the  year. 
The  term  'treatment'  used  in  the  Table  comprises  prebaiting  with 
unpoisoned  bait  on  four  successive  days,  poisoning  on  the  fifth 
day,  removing  excessive  poison  on  the  sixth  day,  and  post-baiting 
on  three  successive  days  b,  fortnight  later  to  test  the  efficiency 
of  the  treatment  given. 

Table  13.  Rodent  Control;  Infestation  Records . 


Degree  of  Infestation 

No  *  of 
Infest¬ 
ations 

No.  of  these  Infestations 
cleared  after  1,2,3  or  4 
treatments,  respectively 

Total 

No.  of 
treat- 

cleared 

< - 

1 

2 

3 

4 

ment  s 
given 

Reservoir  (rat  popula¬ 
tion  of  over  200) 

0 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

1 

I 

Major  (20  -  200) 

38 

14 

20 

3 

1 

67 

Minor  (under  20) 

126 

111 

13 

2 

0 

143 

Totals 

164 

_ 

125 

_ 

33 

5 

1 

210 

i 

.  I 

The  aim  was  the  systematic  discovery  and  elimination  of  rat 
colonies  rather  than  the  treatment  of  isolated  infestations: 
this  involved  much  preliminary  work  before  actual  treatments 
were  started,  but  the  results  obtained  were  considered  to  be 
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commensurate  with  the  additional  time  spent  on  organisation. 
Total  clearance  was  attempted  in  every  case,  as  evidenced  by 
the  number  of  multiple  treatments  given;  but,  for  reasons  given 
previously,  it  is  not  unlikely  that  re-infestation  will  occur 
on  some  of  these  premises. 

Vulnerable  properties  in  the  occupation  of  the  Corporation 
are  inspected  quarterly  and  any  necessary  treatment  given. 

Sewers  were  given  their  usual  annual  maintenance  treatment  and 
are  in  particularly  good  condition.  The  Corporation  give  a 
•free'  service  in  the  case  of  dwellinghouses. 

When  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  (Threshing  and 
Dismantling  of  Ricks)  Regulations,  1949,  came  into  operation 
farmers  in  the  Borough  were  notified  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Regulations  and  asked  to  co-operate.  Subsequent  offences, 
however,  were  noted  which  eventually  resulted  in  four  cases 
being  taken  to  Court  and  convictions  obtained. 

The  Corporation  has  continued  its  membership  of  the 
Rodent  Control  Planning  and  Advisory  Committee  (Group  No. 11) 
which  comprises  representatives  of  seven  local  authorities 
in  this  area,  and  whose  functions  include  those  of  stimulating 
and  maintaining  interest  and  activity  throughout  the  area  in 
rodent  control  administration. 


Part  five 


Statement  of  Particulars  furnished 

pursuant  to  Article  18  of  the 
Sanitary  Officers  (.Outside  London) 

Regulations,  1935* 


Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections  made  by  the 
Corporation"  s  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  assistant  staff 
during  1950. 


Nature 


Number 


Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


Regulated  Premises  Inspections: 

Common  lodging-houses  7 

Moveable  dwellings  and  sites  4 

Offensive  trades  27 

Workplaces  (not  "factories")  6 

Nuisance  Inspections: 

Initial  inspections  212 

Other  inspections  181 

Atmospheric  Pollution: 

Industrial  smoke  observations  100 

Visits  to  boiler  plant  32 

Pollution  investigations  (deposit 
and  sulphur  oxides  sampling,  etc.)  261 
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Nature 


Number 


Public  Health  Act,  1936.  (Contd.j 


Verminous  Infestation  Inspections: 

Dwellinghouses  101 

Other  premises  or  articles  6 

Infectious  Disease,  etc.,  Enquiries:  39 

General  Sanitation  and  Drainage  Inspections: 

Dwellinghouses  319 

Other  premises  69 

Water  Supplies: 

Sampling  -  Public  supplies  79 

Private  supplies  9 

Swimming  bath  water  25 

Inspections  2 


Factories  Act ,  1937. 


Inspections  for  Sanitary  Conditions: 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  25 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  6 

Outworkers  premises,  etc.  8 

Inspections  for  Means  of  Escape  in 

Case  of  Fire  13 

Shops  Act,  1950. 

Total  shops  visited  104 

Inspections  of  shops  to  which 

Act  was  found  to  apply  86 


Housing  Acts,  1936  and  1949 . 

Housing  Conditions: 

Inspections  for  housing  defects  and 
works  in  progress  (excluding 

Public  Health  Act  inspections)  927 

Houses  inspected  and  recorded  under 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  62 

Preliminary  surveys  under  Improvement 
Provisions  of  Housing  Act,  1949  958 

Overcrowding: 

Case  investigations  188 

Dwellinghouses  measured  up  for 
’Permitted  number’  data  9 


Corporation  Housing: 

Investigation  of  home  conditions 
prior  to  removal  to  Corporation 
houses  165 

Visits  to  tenants  of  Corporation 
houses  to  ascertain  home 

conditions  13 

Miscellaneous  enquiries  6 
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N  ature 


Number 


Food  and  Drugs  Act ,  1938. 

Meat  Inspections 

Visits  to  Abattoir  for  meat  inspection  436 

Number  of  carcases  examined  at 
Abattoir  11,526 

Visits  to  shops,  etc.,  for  meat 
inspection  10 

Milk  Supplies: 

Investigations  under  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations,  1949  55 

Investigations  under  Special 
Designations  Regulations,  1949  36 

Sampling  -  Graded  milks  49 

Other  milks  18 

Ice-Cream: 

Investigations  under  Ice-cream  (Heat 
Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations  - 

Manufacture  23 

Retailing  16 

Sampling  58 

Other  Foods: 

Visits  to  shops,  etc.,  for  food 
inspection  80 

Food  Premises  Inspections: 

Pasteurising  plant  12 

Other  dairies  14 

Abattoir  and  other  premises  under  Public 
Health  (Meat)  Regulations  38 

Rooms  under  section  13  345 

Premises  under  section  14  - 

Ice-cream  17 

Preserved  food,  etc.  31 

Investigations  under  Food  Handling  Byelaws  26 

Knackers  Yard  Inspections  4 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

Investigation  into  Licensing  of 
Slaughtermen  15 

Humane  slaughter  enquiries  12 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

Inspections  of  premises  for  Infestation  498 

Inspections  in  connection  with  sewer 
treatments  9 

Inspections  under  Threshing  and 
Dismantling  of  Ricks  Regulations  23 

Miscellaneous  Inspections  not  falling 

into  above  categories  10 
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Number  of  Notices  Served  and  the  Result  cif  Service 
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The  Department 


The  Staff  Establishment  of  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
two  Additional  Inspectors,  a  pupil  and  two  clerks,  remained 
as  fixed  in  1946.  There  were  no  staff  changes  during  the 
year.  This  Report  would  be  incomplete  were  I  not  to  make 
reference  to  the  excellent  work  performed  by  each  member 
of  the  staff. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

L.  WALSH,  M.R.San.I. ,  M.S.I.A. 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector*  s  Office, 
Municipal  Offices, 

Pontefract . 


June,  1951 


